Bob Gluck is a multi-faceted pianist, composer, and historical writer. His repertoire spans jazz, live electronic music, and avant-garde concert. Erik Lawrence (Chronogram) has referred to Gluck as “an accomplished and passionate pianist in the most elusive tradition of avant-garde masters Cecil Taylor, Andrew Hill, McCoy Tyner, and Don Pullen. He's captured the magic of being at once sentimental and Space Pong crazy.”  Jay Collins (Cadence magazine) adds: Gluck is "a brilliant improviser,” who offers (‘Sideways’ (2008) “arguably the most touching and memorable take on ["A Remark You Made"] since its initial version on Heavy Weather…" 

Gluck designs his own software interfaces for interactive musical performance and multimedia installation. His current projects focus on the design of interfaces for computer-assisted piano performance, especially in jazz settings. Other recent work includes the sound installations 'Layered Histories' (2004), an immersive sound and video environment with Cynthia Rubin and 'Sounds of a Community' (2002), in which visitors trigger and shape recorded sounds by interacting with electronic musical sculptures; performances featuring home-built and retrofit sensor-based electronic instruments, including eSaz, eShofar, eBoard, harpsichord and piano. 

His historical research focuses on the early collaborations between live electronic music and jazz, and on the development of electronic music beyond North American and Europe. He is presently working on a book about Herbie Hancock’s “Mwandishi” band (1970-1973). 

Gluck's recordings include 'Stories Heard and Retold' (1998, EMF 008), a series of sonic collages relating to Jewish life, 'Electric Songs' (2003, EMF 151), documenting recent performances, ‘Electric Brew (2007, EMF 069) and The Bob Gluck Trio’s “Sideways” (2008, FMR 251). His musical training is from the Julliard, Manhattan, and Crane schools of Music, the State University of New York at Albany (BA, 1977) and Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (MFA, 2001). His music has been performed in Prague, Berlin, Boston, New York, San Diego, Ottawa ... His work has been discussed and reviewed in the Computer Music Journal, Keyboard, Cadence, Moment, The Forward, Reconstructionism Today, Hadassah Magazine ... His articles have appeared in Computer Music Journal, Leonardo Music Journal, Leonardo, Organized Sound, Tav +, Journal SEAMUS and elsewhere. Bob Gluck is Associate Professor of Music and Director of the Electronic Music Studio at The University at Albany, and Associate Director, Publications at the Electronic Music Foundation. He serves as co-executive editor, along with Joel Chadabe, of the EMF Institute. More info: http://www.electricsongs.com.

